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Section I: Reading

Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test

Read the selection below and answer the questions that follow it.

Landfills are clogged with plastic bags that
can take up to 1000 years to decompose.
Daniel Burd, a 17-year-old high school
student from Waterloo, Ontario, has
discovered a way to break down the plastic
in a matter of months.

Burd’s idea won the top prize of $10 000
and scholarships at the 2008 Canada-Wide
Science Fair in Ottawa.

Burd said his idea literally hit him on
the head one day. “Each time ] open the
closet ... the plastic bags are on the top
shelf and they always fall down like an
avalanche onto my head.” One day he just
got tired of it, so he researched what other
people are doing with these bags.

Burd discovered that approximately
500 billion plastic bags are used worldwide
each year. Many end up in the oceans,
where they are ingested by animals that
often die as a result.

Burd’s hypothesis was that if plastic bags
can eventuaily break down, it should be
possible to speed up the process by isolating
and concentrating the micro-organism
responsible for the decomposition.

Teen’s Recycling Recipe Bags Award

n

[3,]

To test his hypothesis, Burd took soil 6
samples from the landfill and mixed them
with polyethylene (the substance used
to make plastic bags) and a solution to
encourage bacterial growth. After
concentrating the solution and incubating
it for 12 weeks, Burd was able 1o degrade
the plastic by 43 percent in six weeks. He
figures the bacterial soup would entirely
break down plastic bags in three months.

Burd envisions future “recycling stations™ 7
acting as large composters for plastic bags.
Meantime, he says he hopes to attend
a unijversity to study science.

Adapted from “Walerloo student devises bacterial soup that breaks down plastic in matter of months" by Kristine Owram, the Canadian Press,
July 2, 2008. Reprinted with permission of the Canadian Press. © Photo: The Waterloo Region Record/The Canadian Press/David Bebee.



Ontario Secandary Schoo! Literacy Test

Section I: Reading

Multiple-Choice (Record the best or most correct answer on the Student Answer Sheet.)

Which paragraph describes the event that
happened first?

b
c
d

paragraph 2
paragraph 3
paragraph 4
paragraph 5

H What is the meaning of “hypothesis™ as used
in paragraph 57

b
c
d

a recipe
a problem
a prediction

an experiment

E} What is responsible for the decomposition of
plastic bags?

b
c
d

bacteria
polyethylene
additional water

large composters

El What is the purpose of the information inside
the parentheses in paragraph 67

a
b

Ht provides an explanation.
It refers to another experiment.
It presents a step in the experiment.

It emphasizes the importance of the
problem. _

B Why did Burd’s experiment win the top prize?

a
b

c

It could solve a significant problem.
Burd plans to study science in university.

It encourages people to reduce their use
of plastic bags.

Burd discovered the bacteria that break
down plastic bags.

@m the page to complete this section. )
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o Written Answer

3 Explain how Burd's project demonstrates the work of a scientist. Use specific details from the selection
and your own ideas 10 SUppOrt your answer.

Rough Notes
Use the space below for rough notes. Nothing you write in this space will be scored.
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Q6: Explain how Burd's project demonstrates the work of a scientist. Use details from the selection and your
own ideas to support your answer.

Code

Descriptor

Blank

nothing written or drawn in the lined space provided

lllegible*

response is illegible
An ]llegible response cannot be read.

A comment on the task (e.g., | don't know.).

Off topic/
Incorrect*

response is off-topic, irrelevant or incorrect

A typical off-topic response has no connection to the selection or the question.

A typical irrelevant response comments on the selection or topic (e.g., I've taken a science class)
or only restates the question (e.g., The project demonstrates the work of a scientist) with no
support.

A typical incarrect response provides an answer based on a misunderstanding of the question
AND/OR the ideas in the selection.

Code 10

* response indicates minimal reading comprehension
* response provides minimal or irrelevant ideas and information from the reading selection

The response provides an example of Burd's actions with no link to the work of a scientist.

The response provides an example of the work of a scientist {e.g., research, test) supported with
» no details from the selection (e.g., only own ideas).

OR
« irrelevant details from the selection (e.g., retelling of events).

Code 20

« response indicates some reading comprehension
* response provides vague ideas and information from the reading selection; it may include
irrelevant ideas and information from the reading selection

The response provides vague support from the selection to explain an example of how Burd/
Burd's project demonstrates the work of a scientist,

The response often requires the reader to make the connection between the work of a scientist
and supparting detail(s).

Code 30

* response indicates considerable reading comprehension
* response provides accurate, specific and relevant ideas and information from the reading
selection

The response uses specific and relevant support from the selection to explain clearly an example
of how Burd/Burd's project demonstrates the work of a scientist.




I3 Explain how Burd's project demonstrates the work of a scientist. Use specific details from the selection
and your own ideas to support your answer.
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Annotation:

The response provides an example of the work of a scientist while retelling the events in the
selection {e.g., noticed a problem, figure out a solution, did research).There are no details from
the selection used to support the response.
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@ Explain how Burd's project demonstrates the work of a scientist, Use specific demils [rom the selection
and your own ideas to support your answer.
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Annotation:

The response identifies an example of how Burd/Burd's project demonstrates the work of a
scientist (coflect samples) and supports it with details from the selection (went to the landfilf). The
reader must make the connection between the detail and the work of a scientist.




B Explain how Burd's project demonstrates the work of a scientist. Use specific details from the selection
and your own ideas to support your answer.
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Annotation:

The response identifies an example of how Burd/Burd’s project demonstrates the work of a
scientist (discovered and isolated) and clearly explains it with specific and relevant support from
the selection (micro-organism that is responsible for breaking down Plastic bags).




Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test

Section II: Writing

El Choose the option that best combines all the

information in the following sentences.

1love basketball.
The Bears are my favourite team.
1 hope they win the championship this year.

a 1love basketball, and ] hope the Bears
win the championship this year.

b 1love basketball and the Bears
because 1 hope they win the
championship this year.

t ] love basketball and hope the Bears,
my favourite team, win the
championship this year.

d 1 love basketball, I love the Bears,
my favourite team, I hope they win the
championship this year.

F Which option tells how to make the following

sentence correct?

John Reid, the mayor of Kapuskasing
wondered how his city would survive the
economic downturn.

a Capitalize the word “mayor.”
b Add a comma after “Kapuskasing.”

¢ Replace the period with a question
mark.

d Use quotation marks around *“how his
city would survive the economic
downturn.”

Multiple-Choice (Record the best or most correct answer on the Student Answer Sheet.)

El Choose the sentence that is written correctly.
a The students is going on the bus,
b Each of the students is going on the bus.

¢ Two students and their teacher is going
on the bus.

d All of the students except for Jim is
going on the bus.

EY Choose the sentence that does not belong in
the following paragraph.

(1) Eating a variety of nutritious foods is
important for good health. (2) Fruits and
vegetables provide daily vitamins.

(3) Exercise is an important part of healthy
living. (4) Protein from meat, dairy foods or
legumes is needed for muscle growth. (5) Fat
intake should be limited. (6) A proper diet is
imponrtant.

a sentence 2
b sentence 3
C sentence 4
d

sentence 5

End of Section Il. Continue to Section 1ll.
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Section 1): Writing Ontaric Secondary School Literacy Test

Short Writing Task (Answer in full and correctly written sentences.)

El What is the best advice you have ever given to someone? Use specific details 1o explain your answer.

Rough Notes

Use the space below for rough notes. Nothing you write in this space will be scored.

Education Quality and
Accountability Office

E@AC

End of Section 1li. Continue 1o Section .



# Scoring Guids for Short Witing Topic Developi

- Section Il Short Writin

Writing Prompt: What is the best advice you have ever given to someone? Use specific details to
explain your answer.

Code Description

Blank nothing written or drawn in the lined space provided

llegible* response is illegible
An jlleqible response cannot be read.

The response comments on the task (e.g., 1 don't know.).

Off topic* response is off-topic or irrelevant to the prompt
A typical off-topic response is not related to the topic of giving advice.

A typical jrrelevant response comments on the topic or simply restates the question.

Code 10 response is not developed or is developed with irrelevant ideas and information

The response

= identifies or gives an example of a piece of advice the student has given to someone but
does not provide an explanation for why it was the best

OR

e identifies or gives an example of a piece of advice the student has given to someone but
provides an irrelevant explanation for why it was the best

OR

e provides a general comment about giving advice.

Code 20 response is developed with vague ideas and information; it may contain some
irrelevant ideas and information

The response identifies or gives an example of a piece of advice the student has given to
someone and provides a vague explanation for why it was the best.

The response often requires the reader to make the connection between the support
provided and what is intended to prove.

Code 30 response is developed with clear, specific and relevant ideas and information

The response identifies or gives an example of a piece of advice the student has given to
someone and uses specific and relevant details to clearly explain why it was the best.




What is the best advice you have ever given to someone? Use specific details to explain your answer.

T\v_ \pest- advice T iu
e To dell Mo i e bed  Sihdises

Annotation:

This response identifies an example of advice (tell the truth in bad situations) but does not
provide an explanation for why it was the best.




Code 20

E What is the best advice you have ever given to someone? Use specific details to explain your answer.
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Annotation:

This response provides an example of advice given (never give up on your dreams). Vague
support is used to explain this advice (Chasing your dreams allows you to feel salisfied with your

accomplishments, and happy with where you are in life. Acknowledging that your dreams are
important brings great success).




Code 30

B What is the best advice you have ever given to someone? Use specific details {0 explain your answer.

The best advice T have ever given 1o someone was
telling my_sister Jo apply for _a doh +hat she oJidr+ think
she uuwld be gond a{ She Is s-Hll war‘/(mdi' ot +his job
+hree years latec, and js ron5+an+!u1 -Ie!hnq me how
much she loves 4. She 4eils me ch +he many £rieads
she has made and the pleasuce of g0ing in Jo work.

Annotation:

This response provides an example of advice given (telling my sister to apply for a job she didn't
think she would be good al). The answer is clearly supported with specific and relevant details
(She is still working at this job three years later...constantly telling me how much she loves it...tells
me of the many friends she has made and the pleasure of going in to work).




Writing Prompt: What is the best advice you have ever given to someone? Use specific details
to explain your answer.

Code Use of Conventions

Code 10 « errors in conventions distract from communication

Code 20 e errors in conventions do not distract from communication




Guide for Short Writing/Col

'Section Ili: Short:Writing

Code 10

What is the best advice you have ever given to saomeone? Use specific details to explain your answer.
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Annotation

Errors is spelling (lostes, oweing, depts) and usage (think about what you doing to gain and
lostes, does it worth for yourself to do it) distract from communication.




Code 20

B3 What is the best advice you have ever given to someone? Use specific details to explain your answer.
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Annotation

Errors in usage (they should be your self, pretending your someone your not), capitalization (the
best advice i can give) and spelling (becuase) do not distract from communication.




Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test i Section IV: Writing

0 Writing a News Report

Task: Write a news report on the next page based on the headline and picture below.
* You will have to make up the facts and information o answer some or

all of the following questions: Who? What? Where? When? Why? How?
» You must relate your newspaper report to both the headline and the picture.

Purpose and
Audience: 1o report on an event for the readers of a newspaper

Length: The lined space provided for your written work indicates the approximate
length of the writing expected.

Storm Shuts Down Region Rough Notes
Use the space below for
rough notes. Nothing
you write in this space
will be scored.

@ Write your report on the lines provided on the following page.



Section IV: Writing Ontario Secondary School Literacy Tast

Storm Shuts Down Region

End of Section IV. Continue lo Section V.



Scoring Guide for: Long Writing Topic Development
Section IV News Report Question 1

S Deseriptor. &

Blank

The page is blank with nothing written or drawn in the space provided.

Ilegible

The response is illegible or irrelevant to the prompt,

Off topic

The response is off topic.

The response is related to headline and/or photo but is not 2 news report.
OR

The response is a news report related to the headline and/or photo. It identifies an event,
but provides no supporting details, or provides details that are unrelated to the event. There
is no evidence of organization.

The response is related to headline and/or photo but only partly in the form of a news
report.

OR

The response is a news report related to the headline and/or photo, but the focus on an
event is unclear or inconsistent, There are insufficient supporting details: too few or
repetitious. There is limited evidence of organization.

Code 30

The response is a news report related to the headline and photo with a clear focus on an
event. There are insufficient and/or vague supporting details or the connection of the details
to the event is not always clear. There is evidence of organization, but lapses distract from
the overall communication.

Code 40

The response is a news report related to the headline and photo with a clear and consistent
focus on an event. There are sufficient supporting details, however, only some are specific.
The organization is mechanical and any lapses do not distract from the overall
communication.

The response is a news report related to the headline and photo with a clear and consistent
focus on an event. There are sufficient specific supporting details to develop the news
report. The organization is logical.

The response is a news report related to the headline and photo with a clear and consistent
focus on an event. There are sufficient specific supporting details, which are thoughtfully
chosen to develop the news report. The organization is coherent demonstrating a thoughtful
progression of ideas.




Scoring Guide for Long Writing Topic Development
Scetion I'V News Report Question 1

News Report
Topic Development

}
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Annotation:

The response is a news report related to the headline and/or photo. it identifies an event
(major snow storm), but provides no supporiing details. There Is no evidence of

organization.




Scoring Guide for. Long Writing Topie Development
Section IV News Report Question'1

News Report
Topic Development

Annotation:

The response is a news report related to the headline and/or photo, but the focus on an
event is unclear or inconsistent. There are insufficient supporting details: too few or
repetitious (January 15, 2009, ...during the past 2 weeks). Thera is limited evidence of
organization.




Scoring Guide for Long Writing Topic Development
Section IV News Report Question 1
News Report

Toplc Developmer

s i Code 30

Storm Shuts Down Region’
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Annotation;

The response has a clear focus on an event (came a big storm). Supporting details ars
insufficlent and vague (resenden, nabours, kids, probly have a realy fun time). There is

evidence of organization,




Scoring Guide for. Long Writing Topic Development
Section IV News Report Question 1

40

News Report
Toplc Development
Code 40
Storm Shuts Down Region
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Annotation:

There is a clear and consistent focus on an event (stuck in their homes due to heavy ovemnight
snowfall). There ara sufficient supporting details. Some are specific (hundreds, two feel, Joe, 1999,
December 30th). Other details are vague (most residents, few days). The organization is mechanical.




Scoring Guide for Long Writing Topic Development

Section IV News Report Question 1
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News Report
Topic Development
: Coda 50

Storm Shuts Down Region
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Annotation:
There is a clear and consistent focus on an event (huge snowstorm). There are sufficient and specific

supporting details (four feet of snow, Mary Hathaway, Logan Hodd, three hours, another half hour, a
million dollars, basements flooded). Quotations add additional details (personal perspectives from a
citizen and a man who ploughs the road). Organization is logical. The final paragraph retums to the

idea of “Mother Nature" from the first paragraph.




Scoring Guide for Long Writing Topic Deve

lopment
Section IV News Report Question 1

60

News Report
Toplc Development
g Code 60
Storm Shuts Down Region
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Annotatl;:m:

There is a clear and consistent focus on an event (snowstorm). Sufficient specific supporting details
(southern coast of Ontario, Vancouver, 24 km/h, York Region, Mary Kate, 170 cm, 1978, 50 cm) are
thoughtfully chosen to develop the news report. Organization is coherent. Quotations are effectively
placed. Final statement Is an effective conclusion, cennecting to the ideas in the response.




Scoring Guide for Long Writing Conventions
Section IV News Report Question 1

1 o ..:. - : o E ]
v iCode: 7.
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There is insufficient evidence to assess the use of conventions.
Code 10 OR
Errors in conventions interfere with communication.

Code 20 Errors in conventions distract from communication.

Code 30 Errors in conventions do not distract from communication.,

Code 40 Control of conventions is evident in written work.




Scoring Guide for Long Writing Conventions
Section IV News Report Question 1

Annotation:

This response provides insufficient evidence.




Scoring Guide for Long Writing Conventions

Section IV News Report Question 1

20

Long Writing
Conventions
Code 20

Storm Shuts Down Region
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Annotation:

Errors distract from communication. Reading rhythm Is interrupted by omissions (comma)
and erratic use of capltals by run-on sentences, by errors in usage (‘in about two day,"
“It's been 3 day’) by improper use of apostrophes (want's) and by omitted words.




Scoring Guide for Long Writing Conventions
Section IV Ne\s Report Question 1

30

Long Writing
Conventions
Code 30

Storm Shuts Down Region
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Annotation:

Effective use of conventions is evident in the written work (e.g., effective use of quotations
and semicolon). Errors in speliing (do, automobile, it's) do not distract,




Scoring Guide for. Long Writing Conventions

Section 1V News Report Question T
Long Writing

40
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Annotation:
Control of conventions is evident through the use of punctuation. Somae spelling errors {"diffrent,”,
“shovoling, ""comming,") and lack of commas ("Mary-Lou a third grader from . . .") do not undermine the
ovearall control of conventions.




Ontario Secondary School Litsracy Test Section V: Reading

. Read the selection below and answer the questions that follow it.

The methods of naming Atlantic basin hurricanes have varied over time, but all have
encountered problems. Originally, a hurricane in the West Indies took its name from

the particular saint who was celebrated on the day on which it occurred. Confusion arose

when there was a recurrence. For example, on September 13, 1876, the day of San Felipe,

a hurricane hit Puerto Rico. More than 50 years later, another hurricane struck on the 5
same day. ]t was named “San Felipe 11.” In 1953 the World Meteorological Organization
(WMO) adopted the alphabetical system of women’s names, retiring names of significant

storms to avoid this duplication. When demands for gender equality arose, the WMO

added men's names in 1979. The male-female-male-female alphabetic naming pattern

has continued since then. Twenty-one names are designated for each year, skipping the 10
letters g, u, x, y and z. Names of major storms such as Hugo and Katrina are retired, and

the WMO chooses new names to replace the retired ones. Storm activity increases and

decreases in cycles over decades, but today, a new problem has developed. Hurricane

activity has increased so much since 1995 that the WMO may need more than 21 names

for a season. The 2005 season was the busiest on record, with 26 named storms, including 15
13 hurricanes. One proposal is to include the Greek alphabet, which adds 24 more names

' to the WMO roster. This idea is the latest in a series of solutions to the challenge of

naming hurricanes.

Written lor EQAD,



Section V: Reading Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test

Multiple-Choice (Record the best or most correct answer on the Student Answer Shee{.)

In 1979 the method of naming hurricanes Bl The numbers in lines 15 and 16 emphasize the

changed to respond 1o
a uncommon names.

a the need for more names.
pattern of unusual names.

b requests for equal treatment.

b
€ inlensitly of severe storms.
¢ confusion with repeated names. d

increasing frequency of storms.
d adesire lo use all letters in the alphabet.
B What is the overall organizational structure
E What factor determines when a hurricane’s of this selection?

name is retired?
a present 1o past

a the location of its origin .
general to specific

b
b the time of year it struck .
y ¢ problem to solution
d

the first letter of its name

[

least 10 most important

=8

the degree of its destruction

El The word “designated” as used in line 10

me
neans @rn the page to complete this sectio>

a assigned.

b repeated.

¢ demanded.

d climinated.
1 Why are the letters g, #, x. y and z (line 11)

shown in italics?

a to highlight their importance

b to indicate the naming pattern
€ to distinguish letters from words
d

to emphasize their unique sounds

10



Written Answer

Section V: Reading

State a main idea of this selection and provide one specific detail from the selection that supports it.

Rough Notes

Use the space below for rough notes. Nothing you write in this space will be scored.

Education Quality and
Accountabillty Office

E®,AO
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Q7: State a main idea of this selection and provide one specific detail from the selection that supports it.

Cade Descriptor

Blank nothing written or drawn in the lined space provided

llegible* | response is illegible

An Jllegible response cannot be read.
The response comments on the task {e.g., | don't know how to answer this.).

Off topic/ | response is off-topic, irrelevant or incorrect
Incorrect*
A typical off-topic response has no connection to the selection or the question.

A typical incorrect response provides an answer based on a misunderstanding of the question AND/IOR
the ideas in the selection.

Code 10 | « response indicates minimal reading comprehension
« response provides minimal or irrelevant ideas and information from the reading selection

The response provides

e only a main idea from the selection

OR

e only one or more details from the selection

OR

* amain idea with one or more jrrelevant details from the selection.

Code 20 | « response indicates some reading comprehension
= response provides vague ideas and information from the reading selection; it may include
irretevant ideas and information from the reading selection

The response provides

e acorrect main idea and one or more vague details from the selection to support it.

OR

¢ avague main idea and one or more specific or vague details from the selection to support it.

The response often requires the reader to make the connection between the main idea and supporting
detail(s).

Code 30 | » response indicates considerable reading comprehension
* response provides accurate, specific and relevant ideas and information from the reading
selection

The response provides a correct main idea and one or more specific and relevant details from the
selection to support it.
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State a main idea of thia selection and provide one specific detail from the selection that supports it.

his yricina S .“

Annotation:

The response provides only a correct main idea from the selection (naming hurricanes
has become a challenge). The last sentence restates the main idea.




‘ :_i_':grmg Gmde for Readlng Open Resp""" B i
Section:ViInformation/Paragraph Question:Ze. «

State a main idea of this selection and provide one specific detail from the selection that supports it.

Hu.rri CANES ofe conve d d'\coucrd‘ %mc\s
Oy~ "lm.p_ \)\)\\m&ue.f' O \—w\rracod\'_ S*fu\i'.‘k)
-HA-L\: oL\wo.uS howe Yo Qe o different

‘{\m.ww__ '\o n-\- A\"';O w\(\meuer "f‘NL\l nan g
O \V‘\urthM -"LL.\.: \f\owe; o L.@q_ a ||

_of o \Q,HUS & R q\pka\}QJ(‘

Annotation:

The response provides a correct main idea (Hurricanes are named different things over
time) with vague detail (they have to give a different name to it). The reader needs to
make the connection between the main idea and the details. The last sentence contains
inaccurate information (have fo use all the letters of the alphabet).
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30

State a mein idea of thig selection and provide one specific detail from the selection that supports it.

_’rhﬂg,,_’ﬂnc_mmc_mu_hmm_he reape+ed over and gvet aq\a‘n-

Annotation:

The response provides a correct main idea (Naming Atlantic Basin hurricanes have
varied over time) with specific and relevant details (On September 13, 1876, (the day of
San Felipe), ...50 years later) to support it.




